D.A.R.E. Essay Guidelines
FORMAT:  Minimum of 1 page (one side of paper), and can be typed or written in pen.

DUE DATE:  See your D.A.R.E. instructor.

Choose one of the following subjects as a topic for your D.A.R.E  Essay:

TOPIC #1:  Taking a Stand
In this paper I want YOU to take a stand against drug, alcohol and violence.  We have talked in class about the negative consequences of getting involved in these choices.  You will take a stand and base your argument on facts that you have learned in D.A.R.E. and how they would have an effect on your life.

Your second part of this essay is to tell me how YOU would say no to a drug offer if asked.  You were taught 8 ways to say NO, now tell me how you will do it.  Use a party scene, walking down the street, or over at a friend’s house…it’s your choice!

Finally, write a conclusion paragraph.  Be sure in this essay you state, “I will not use drugs”, and your essay must be written in first person. (i.e. “I will not take drugs if I am ever offered them.”)

TOPIC #2:  Parent Letter
In this paper I want you to tell your parent/parents/guardian why you will not get involved in drugs, alcohol and violence.  The format would be as if you were writing your parents a letter (i.e. “Dear Mom and Dad…”).  Once again I want you to reflect on what we have been talking about in our D.A.R.E. classes.  Think about that effects this choice would have on all of you.  Then, tell your parents why you won’t make this choice.  ** Be sure to have a closing paragraph to conclude this letter to your parents!
TOPIC #3:  Younger Brother/Sister Letter
This paper is similar to the parent letter.  I want you to remember you are a role model for your younger brother(s) and/or sister(s).  They look up to you as an example and you play an important part in their decisions.  I want you to write a letter and explain to your younger brother(s) and/or sister(s) why you are not going to get involved in drugs, alcohol and violence.  Be sure to emphasize some of the consequences this choice could have on the whole family.  ** Be sure to have a closing paragraph to conclude this letter!
